Albert Leonard Frederick Leach – Fielding and Platt Ltd. 1930 – 1946.
On May 17, 1930, on his fifteenth birthday, my father Leonard Leach was indentured as an apprentice
‘in the trade of fitter’ with Fielding and Platt Ltd. Years earlier, he had passed the 11 Plus examination
but his parents were unable to afford to send him to grammar school (the Crypt or Thomas Riches).
After the 11 Plus he attended the Widden Street E.P.T. School where he did well. At the end of the 192930 session he was awarded a prize for general progress, which was a book on ‘Oil and Gas Engines’ by
Peter S. Caldwell. In his selection of this book, Leonard may have foreseen his move to an
apprenticeship with engineers Fielding and Platt in 1930.
Leonard’s Apprenticeship Indenture document is impressive (see attached photographs of the
document). The full document opens out to a sheet 13 in. by 16 in. and is printed on heavy parchment
paper. The formal agreement covers the full sheet and is signed by Leonard (the Apprentice), his father
(the Guardian) and on behalf of Fielding and Platt by Frank T. Morris (the Employer). The Schedule part
of the Agreement is interesting. A six-year apprenticeship, working 47 hours week, paid nine shillings a
week in the first year rising to sixteen shillings in the sixth and final year. In the bottom left had corner of
the formal Agreement page, hand-written it states “We Certify that the above has completed the Terms
of apprenticeship” and is signed on behalf of Fielding and Platt Limited by Frank T. Morris.
Leonard’s apprenticeship at Fielding and Platt influenced his life in several ways. My mother once said “I
have known your father for over 60 years, and I have never heard a foul word cross his lips”. I also never
heard a foul word cross his lips. One day my mother told the story why. The reason that Leonard never
swore was that when he started work at Fieldings, like all the other young men he started to swear. One
day his foreman ‘Happy Hillman’ took him into the office and told him what a good lad he was and that
he should not follow the ways of the other lads in the factory. Apparently, Leonard was reduced to tears
in the conversation and from that day forward never swore again.
At the outbreak of the Second World War, Leonard and four other young men from Fieldings
volunteered for military service and were ‘accepted’. However, once the authorities leaned that they
were all highly skilled tradesmen their acceptance for military service was immediately rescinded.
Throughout the war, Leonard was not allowed to join any active service, the Home Guard or even be an
air-raid warden as his trade was too valuable to the war effort. In fact, he spent most of the war keeping
munitions factories working in Coventry and Belfast.
After the war he continued working as a service engineer for Fieldings (see attached photograph of his
works pass). I remember him reminiscing that he had worked on servicing the Fieldings oil engine that is
now restored in the Inland Waterways Museum in Gloucester Docks.
At Wallbridge in Stroud, the Howard and Powell woollen mill had no mains electricity. The factory
derived its power from a Fielding’s gas engine that powered an electrical generator. If the engine was
not working then the mill had no power. One day the engine seized and Leonard was called in to fix it.
He managed to replace a main bearing in hours rather than days and so got the mill running again. After
this demonstration of his mechanical skills, the mill manager Mr. Atkinson kept contacting Leonard and
offering him the position of engineer in charge of maintenance at the mill. Leonard had been away from
home a lot as a service engineer with Fieldings, so with the prospect of being home every night he finally
accepted the position with Howard and Powell in January 1947 and moved from a rudimentary cottage

in Hartpury to a new prefab at Cashes Green just outside of Stroud. Apparently, Mr. Atkinson was largely
responsible for obtaining the prefab for Leonard and family.
So, ended Leonard’s 16-year association with Fielding and Platt. However, I do have a memory of taking
him to some sort of Fieldings reunion in 1968 that was held in a pub (a half-timbered place) in Southgate
Street just down from the Cross and then picking him up a little worse for wear later that evening!
Leonard did play rugby for Fieldings before moving on to captain Widden Old Boys for two seasons and
then moving to Gloucester for the 1939-40 season, but the war terminated his rugby career with
Gloucester, so the 1968 event may have been a Fieldings rugby club reunion.

Front Cover of Leonard’s Apprenticeship
Indenture.

The Schedule Part of the Apprenticeship Indenture Referred to the Main Agreement

The Agreement – Part of the Apprenticship Indenture

Leonard’s Works Pass

